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WESTERN GERMANY <-- 





AFTER MORGENTHAU WHAT? 








There is an old Jewish story that comes to mind when one talks today about Ameri- 
can polisies in Germany. "A poor villager comes to the Rabbi to as’ him for ad- 
vice. ‘Rabbi,’ he says, ‘what shall I do? I have a wife and siz children and 
we all have to live in one room; it's gotten so bad that I can't stand it any 
moree*® The Rabbi advises the man to tare one of his goats into the room. The 
man is astonished at the strange advice but complies. But the next day he comes 
back, ‘Rabbi, the situation is even worse; I can't stand it in this foul-smell- 
ing room.’ ‘Tare another goat into the room,’ says the Rabbi. This advice the 
Rabbi repeats several times, till the man has completely despaired. Then the 
Rabbi advises him to tate one goat out of the room, then a second, until finally 
all the goats have been removed, The man now is overjoyed and than's the Rabbi 
for his most wonderful advice--it is simply a pleasyre to live in a room, over- 
crowded though it may be, with no goats in it at all." 


If one compares the present state of Germany with that of even only a year ago, 
one might »e moved to speak of an almost miraculous wecovery. As compared with 
the earlier Morgenthau insanity, present American Military Government policies 
loo’ splendid--and yet the room still smells badly enough. 


A year ago the German economy was near collapse, official food rations were 1550 
calories which, however, were fully supplied only exceptionally while for long 
periods the ration dropped to between 700 and 1200 calories (heavily rationed 
Britain gets 2800). Today rations have risen to about 2000 calories and are gen- 
erally available. 


Industrial production which was only 38 per cent of the 1936 production in 1947 hus 
doubled within one year and now stands at 73% of the 1936 level. Coal production 
has wy now reached three-quarters of pre-war level, steel production jumped from 
an average of 246,000 tons per month in 1947 to more than 600,000 tons in Novem- 
ber, 1948. Shops in Western German towns are now full of goods that the averi- 
German hadn’t seen for a great many years. The German economy has shown a gruat- 
er relative improvement in the last 12 months than that of any other Burovean 
country. 


And yet: last November, 11,000,000 German organized worvers went out on a one-day 
protest strike to express their indignation at the high cost of living. 


German miners, who are in the higher income brackets and are considered a sort of 
aristocracy of labor, earn a little more than $100 2 month, while prices of oon- 
sumer goods have steadily soared in recent months; black-marret prices of shoes 
have gone from $6,90 to $23,60, butter from $3 to $4, cigarettes from $1.20 to 

; $2.20 per pack, Despite this sharply rising price level, wage ceilings remainca 
in effect until October (less than a fourth of all workers had obtained by Oct: - 
ber the 15% increase which had been authorized in April), 
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L:st June the three Westorn Military Governmonts decided on a drastic currency 
reform which wiped out about 90% of the savings of the population, but immediate- 
ly after the reform the German Bizonal Administration, oncouraged by Military 
Government and despite the sharp protests of the Social Democrats, removed almost 
all price controls (except for basic foodstuffs and raw materials), and prices 
consequently’ rose sharply. The German economy today is considerably "freer" 
than that of say Britain--with the result that high-priced luxury goods ure ap- 
pearing again in fashionable parts of the cities, thus diverting scarce raw matcr- 
ials away from the production of basic necessities of life. The German working- 
class housewife for many ycars did only dream of many of those basic foodstuffs, 
household articles or furnishings which every American housewife tates for 
granted; today she can again sec all these erticles artistically displayed in 
elegant windows--but she hasn't the money to buy thom. Public Opinion surveys 
reported invariably last year that the greatest worry and anxioty of every German 
was over food; now they report just as invariably that the worry over food has 
yxeen replaced by anxiety over the money to pay for it. It might be said that 
Germany in the first years after the wir was a sort of "classless society,” status 
difforentiations having boen almost wipedout under the impact of a common and 
"classless" starvation; today a pew upper class of enterprising ami often shady 
businessmen is clearly establisMcd again and German wor*ers and vast parts of the 
former middle class still exist at a purely subsistence level. If progress there 


be, it is of a curiously lop-sided kind! 


There has been improvement indeed since the criminally irresponsible policy of Pots- 
dam and the machine-smashing Level of Industry Plan of 1946--and yet dismantling 
of German industry still continucs. Marshall plan aid is granted rather libor- 
ally, but the whole Marshall plan ideology of helping Europeans to help them- 
selves is contradicted by the continuance of dismantling. It is indeed a topsy-~ 
turvy world where military government on the one hand imports huge quantitics of 
goods into Germany for reconstruction purposes, and where at the same time some 
of the most produtive machinery is being shipped out of the country. And not 
actual or potential war plants either, 


Dismantling was begun immediately after the end of the war. Till September 1946, 
eighty works had been completely destroyed and 66 addtional factories were still 
on the dismantling lists, After a temporary stop of the dismantling program a 
new dismantling list was published on October 17, 1947--i.c., well after the time 
when Washington had ostensibly given up the initinl harsh Morgenthau policies, 

The new lists provided for the complete destruction or dismantling of not fewer 
then 681 industrial worts. Three hundred and seventeen of these were classificd 
as wareproduction factories; all of them have beon destroyed in the meantime,i.c., 
there are no longer any factories in the whole of Germany which, even according 
to the exceedingly strict and exacting official AMG standards, are considered to 
ke able to produce war material. There remained 364 factorics producing cxclus- 
ively desperately needed peace-time goods, 71 of which have been dismantled in 
the meantime; and dismantling contimes, at least in the British and the French 
zones of occupation. We might add that the program is sheer lunacy from a 
strictly economic point of view; the cost of dismantling is tremendous; in most 
cases costs are botween two and three times higher than the remaining value of the 
machinery. Even now 30,000 German worters are employed in dismantling factories 
for reparation acoount. It is estimated that 50,000 worters would suffice to run 
these factories and to produce urgently needed goods for domestic consumption and 


for export. 
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Germany now gets American machinery on Marshall account, tut the British violently 
demand complete dismantling of the Ruhr mining-machinery plants; Germany is still 
not allowed to rebuild her merchant marine and is limited to small coastal ves: 
sels--yet in the meantime a great part of Marshall Plan aid is spent for the 
exccedingly high freight charges on American bottoms. The French administrat/on 
talks continuously of the need of making the German Lacnder self-sufficient eco~ - 
omically, yet toward the end of lest July it was announced that almost the entir 
clock-making industry of French-occupied Wuerttemborg-Badon--the main industry of 
the Land--was to be dismantled. It is, no doubt, pure coincidence that the Brit- 
ish Clock’ and Watch Manufacturers’ Association shortly thereafter stated triump}- 
antly: "It is pleasing to be able to report that the German horlogical industry 
is to be reduced to 50% of the 1938 level. The result is what we wanted to 
achieveeee” It is, no doubt, also purely coincidental that it is precisely the 
British shipping industry which is patriotically concerned about tho revival of 
the German merchant mirine, and that the British automobile manufacturers have 
been seriously perturbed about the undesirable effects of German automobile ex- 
ports on the world marketyeee 


There is still another set of economic data which must be included here, at the 
risk of boring the reader with an enumeration of dry statistical evidence; the 
cost of occupation. The big American press has been remarkably discreet about 
this piece of information. I ama fnirly close reader of the New Yor’ Times; 
during the last year or so hardly a wee’ has gone by in which 1 wasn’t informed 
about the generous aid which American Military Government furnished to Germany-- 
but I don't remember ever having read that the total budgets of the various 
Laenders of the bizonal area for the year 1946 and 1947 amounted to 29,936 billion 
marks, of which no less than 8,766 billion were direct occupation costs (occupa- 
tion costs now comprise about 35% of the Laender budgets!). Neither did I learn 
from the Now Yor’ Times that in the French-occupied zone more than 50% of the 
total Laender budgets were spent on occupation cost payments to the French mili- 
tary. I might also have found it rather interesting to be informed that the Land 
Wverttemberg-Baden was able to spend 6 million marts in 1947 for its universitics, 
although 442 million had to be paid in occupation costs (all German universities 
are state institutions with hardly any private means ot their disposal), In Nic- 
dersachsen occupation costs amounted to 600 million while only 17 millions could 
be spent on the universities and 5,3 millions for help to the endangered German 
youth. Under these conditions it seems rather ironical if anti-Nazi propaganda 
often uses the slogan: "“Lehr-Etat statt Wehr-Etat" (teaching budgets instead of 
armament budgets). It is true that these gigantic sums are no longer spent on 
German armaments--and don't wo know that German armaments are qualitatively dif- 
forent from those of any other nation--they, and only they, serve aggressive 
warlike purpoSeSseece 





***¥* ££ eK KK RK HH 


Given these conditions, given the fact that most Germans still live in incredible 
misery, given the fact that a city like Hamburg lost during the wir more than 

half of its housing units--the equivalent of 45 years of pre-war construction-- 
while the population has remained almost the same; that Berlin is practically a 
dying city despite the airlift; that Germany is split, amputated, that about 11 
million Germans from the Eastern parts of Germany, from Czechoslovaria and the 

Balkans have now flooded into an alroady overcrowded and truncated Germany which 
has been shorn of much of her industrial installations and whose agriculture can 
never support the total population even at starvation level; given the fact that 
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Germany has now bocome a nation of old people and women (of tho 66 million inhir- 
itants, 29 million are maics and 37 million females, and among the men the middix- 
age brackets between 18 and 50 have been decimated); given the fact that even tn 
most pro-Alliod and “Western"-~oricnted Germans have been thoroughly disillusioned 
about occupation policics in all ficlds in the last three years, it is, indeed, 

a miracle that Nazism has not retained more influence. In fact, all reports from 
Germany, at least tend to agree on onc point; nationalism thore is aplenty, but 
Nazi ideology is exceedingly weak, To be sure, an American observer in Germany 
will hardly find happy and contented regenerated democrats, he will find a sul- 
len, cynical population, a great mass of people who have been disappointed so 
often that they have desp@ired of all ideologics. But could one have expectod 


anything else? 


The Germans have been overfed with democratic propaganda these last three years, 
and underfed with practical results. First they were told that they all, collev- 
tively, as a people, were guilty of the Nazi crimos, then they were informed 
that tho victors in their great magnanimity would novertheless, despite all their 
guilt, let them parta’e in due course of the benefits of the victors’ own wonder- 
ful, miraculous brand of democracy and that if they behaved well, if they fol- 
lowed occupation directives closely and without murmur, they would be allowed to 
play the democratic game according to all the rules. The Weimar Republic party 
dignitarics, insofar as they were still awailable, wore given the opportunity to 
reform their partics--without bothering too much whethcr these parties still rep- 
resented any living Gorman realities; then those approved political partics were 
given a practical monopoly on political activity-~-the conservatives bcing genor- 
elly favored by Amcricsn military government. Finally, in June last year, the 
Germans were abruptly informed that they were expected to proceed immsdiatély t» 
appoint a Constitucnt Assembly for wecstcrn Germany--Eastern Germany having been 
eompletoly abandoned in the moartinc to the tender mercies of Stalin's cohorts. 
The Constitutont Assembly is still in session, but it hasn't boen able to accomp- 
lish very much because the three Western military governors have so far not 
agroed among eech other on the clauses of the occupetion status, i.c., they hive 
not agreed on what limited amount of sovereignty would in reality be granted to 


Germany. 


Right at the begiming it had boon agrced that a number of basic attributes of 
sovroighty such as foreign affairs, foreign trade, etc., should for the time ho- 
ing remain outside of the control of the projected German govarnment, but now th. 
French representitive, e.g., has even declined to permit German representation 
on an arbitration board which would scttle disputes between Germany and the occu- 
pation authoritics, Under such conditions any "constitution" that can be workwa 
out will, of course, not be much moro than a solemn farce; nobody in Germany wiil 
tare it scriously, at best it will be accepted as a dictate of tho occurying au- 
thorities. The members of 2 Constitutent Assembly who stand hat-in-ehand .at the 
doors of the occupation authorities to find out whether the gentlemen have final- 
ly agreed among themselves on the kind of democracy the Germans ure permitted to 
enjoy, can only be discredited in the cycs of thcir constitucnts. No, as I have 
said elsewhere, "the Allios haven't been vory successful to-chors of democracy in 
Germany; tho most significant contribution they can now mikc to German democracy 
is to put an end to the inefficient, cumbersome and oppressive framework of 
Allied regulations, order, and directives that still lie lire a dead weight upon 
Germanye German democracy cannot grow in such an atmosphere. The tree of lil- 
erty cannot grow in a protective casing under external supervision." 
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no doubt that Gores sy o.n bo fairly rapidly built into 1 bulwark against 
Russia on the continent, a sort of American outpost, storehouse and auxiliary ar- 
senal, But this has nothing whatsoever to do with democracy. <A democratic 





solution for Germany--and that can only be a democratic socialist solution s°ven 
present-day social and class relations--cannot be sought in Germany alone; it is 
possible only on a European scale. The sole way to at least attempt democratic 
solutions of the German crisis is through inter-European planning of resources, 
through the breaking down of parochial nationalist barriers, through common 
European socialist action. 


-- Lewis A. Coser. 








GERMAN RESISTANCE TODAY 








Among the articles published in the first number cof Contemporary Issues 
was a statement on "German Resistancee-Today," by Pastor Adalbert Knecs. 
In o notice of this magazine, the (London) Times Literary Supplement of 
July 31 commented as follows on the article; "The strongest criticism 
is contained ina lecture by the German Pastor Adalbert Knees, which 
its author communicated to the Allied Military Government and which is 

_ here reprinted. He accuses the allies of having departed far from Chris- 
tian principles in their treatment of defeated Germany, and asserts that 
‘Christianity is being misused incessantly to covor a policy which is 
both imperialist and capitalist.’ It is right and necessary that, three 
years after the war, German opiniong--and discontents--should be given 
currency, though when Pastor Knees goes so far as to say he can *discern 
scarcely any difference between the political metnods of the Third Reich 
and those of the capitalist democracies,’ he invites the reply that there 
is this difference at least: his lecture appears openly in print." 








We publish below Pastor Adalbert Knees‘ reply in an unabridged transla- 
tion, which we gratefully reccived from the editors of Contemporary 
Issues. It is only necessary to add that the Pastor's Indictments of 
the Allicd Military Government in Germany, both in his first pamphlet 
and inthis letter, have been spsedily verified by his arrest on Septem- 
ber 13 by the Military Government. A picture of Pastor Knees appears in 
the October 15, 1948 issue (Vol. 2, no. 16) of the British Zone Review, - 
which describes itself as "a monthly review of the activities of the Con- 
trol Commission for Germany (BE)." Under the picture of the Pastor, 
between two policemen, it says, “During a demonstration of refugees and 
war veterans in Bielefeld, Pastor Knees was arrested for celling for ree 
sistance against the occupying powers." This is oll the information the 
magazine gives on it. To date, we have received no further news, but 
quite evidently the case of Pastor Kneos raises issucs in which every 
democrat is deeply involved. All readers who are concerned about the 
right of freedan of conscience are invited to write us. 








(Pastor Knees’ reply, as well as the above information, appear in the current 
number of Contemporary Issues, -~Editors.) 
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OPEN LETTER TO THE BDITOR OF 








"THE TIMES BLITERARY SUPPLEMENT" 





Sir: 


In your issue of July 31 you have exercised a moderate, yet not very relevant orit-_ 
icism of my writings and particularly of the leoture "Is that Christianity?" 
which I delivered on July 19, 1946. For the sake of better understanding, please 
permit me now, on my part, to deal with your remarks. I am not so much concerned 
with consistently countering your "English" point of view with my "German" one. I: 
am rather concerned with arriving at a higher and generally human point of view 
on which we can meet freely and beyond all political prejudices, To what extent 
it will be possible for me to overcome the limitations of my German nature, I 
cannot judge. In any case, please accept these words as an attempt in this di- 
rection. 


In general it seems to me as if you were treating the very serious, even deadly ser- 
ious problem with a certain levity which is ill-sujted, in my *pinion, to your 
great moral responsiblity. 


Not that you contradict my own point of view, not that you blindly refute my attac’- 
against the Allics' policy!--Quite the contrary, you do not contradict. You orn 
acknowledge the necessity of German opinion being freely uttered, and I therefore 
could not wish for a better justification of my attacks against Military Govern- 
mant than the one you give me. It is simply your way of doing this, the nonchal- 
ance with which now, "three years after the war," you concede me the right to 
speak for Germony--this has shoc’red me not a little, Either you do not know what 
has happened in Germany during those last three years...but you ought to ‘now it, 
you ought to *now much more about it than we did about the terrors which onco hap- 
poned in Germany behind the high walls and in the carefully guarded secrecy of 
the concentration camps. But then you and your peopie are placed in precisely 
thit position which your indictment and the Allied jwdicature have for three 
years tried to impose upon us. The indictment is "criminal negligence toward the 
most brutal political methods" and “toleration of mugders by the million." This 
indictment (it was much more sharply phrased originally) is justified! This is 
confirmed daily anow by the attitude to those expelled from the East and refugees. 


This indictment applics no less to the Allies, applies no less to Britain and--prr- 
don my tactlessness--to yourself. In my opinion, to pass by the death and the 
misery of millions with an indifference greater than yours is impossible. Obvi- 
ously you--lire the major part of the European publice-consider that only after a 
period of quarantine have the Germans the right to free expression of their opin- 
ion and, in consequence, to humane treatment. gh ; 


"It is right and necessary that, three years after the war, Gorman opinions--and 
discontents--should be given currency;" thus you write in 9 mood of generous tol- 
eration, which does not seem to be quite free from contescension. 


A people which lacks the possibility of expressing its will and its opinions is-- 
outlawed. But apart from the fact that Germany is and will remain outlawed for 
at least as long as the stolen Eatorn territories have not been restored--don't 
you consider such an extended period of international arbitrariness to be some 
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what too long? Do you “now what can happen during three years? Do yoy ‘mow 
what did happen in Germany during those three years? Could it be that you really 
have not heard that fifteen million people--human beings li*e you and me--have 
been chased and whipped away from their homes in the most terrible circumstances? 
Could it be that you have not heard about the “ghost trains" from Breslau and 
their sealed cattle truc’s from which frozen corpses tumbled into the arms of the 
German salvage teams? Have you never heard about the shocking sufferings of the 
city of Koenigsberg which is my home town and which is called Kaliningrad today? 
Certainly you have heard about all this, but it does not seem to disturb you very 
muche 

Perhaps you will say that we have brought all this upon ourselves by helping Hitler 
to power. Even if that were so--one does not pour oil into a neighbor's burning 
house from which his family cries desperately for help. And if someone has been 
the cause of his own injury, one does not tear out his tongue or cut off his legs. 


Do not say that such examples of sadistic cruelty make no sense or that they are 
applicable only to the Soviet methods of government. The Western powers are hard- 
ly convincing when they try to point to the Soviet Union as the real cause of the 
present misery in Germany, without this in the least deterring them from their 
own measures of retribution or preventing them from carrying out a programme of 
dismantling, the brutality and ruthlessness of which cannot be justified--unless 
one considers blind lust of destruetion, revengefulness or boundless greed for 
profit as a justification. There are cases of dismantling which outrage every 
conception of justice and fairness and which I can never believe conform to the 
will of the British people. (In the Sieg district, to name only one of the in- 
numerable examples, it is intended to dismantle all factories manufacturing tin- 
plate, although these do not fit into any of the categories of the dismantling 
regulations. Practically without exception these are small or medium family-bus- 
inesses, the loss of which not only would increase the lack of the most urgently 
needed consumption goods, but would also cast once more a considerable section of 
the German population into misery. In another case, in Likdenscheid a factory 
which never wortred firectly for war purposes is to be carried away and dismantled 
solely in order to be reassembled for the benefit of a British competitor.) This 
utter irregularity forces one to conclude that certain circles within the Briti.* 
administration have fallen victims of corruption to such an extent that they do 
not shrink from large-scale frauds. Frauds there are in any case; the question 
is only whether you and the whole British people are prepared to assume the re- 
sponsibility for them. 


cannot imagine that you have become completely conscious of this question which, - 
after all, imposes upon yo the responsibility for the misery and the deaths of 
millions of people; otherwise, you would not so lightly load your conscience with 
these three years of lawlessness and strangulation of opinion. You would perhaps 
have paid serious attention to my warnings, instead of resorting to an extremely 
shoddy evasion for the sate of a certain prestige, 


For your "rebtttal" is an evasion. It is an attempt to escape the truth and to 
preserve, by means of a polemical last word, a prestige which you think you owe 
to your people. But you do not owe your people anything but the truth. 


" .eethough when Pastor Knees goes so far as to say he ean 'discern scarcely any 
difference between the political methods of the Third Reich and those of the cap-- 
italist democracies,’ he invites the reply that there is this difference at lest. 
his lecture appears openly in print." I cannot understand that such a pettifog~ 









~TUDENT PARTISAN - WINTER QUARTER 1949 Page 8 





ging consideration can be thought to telong to the real problem. The fact that 
sme of my writings have beon published abroad (2) "three years after the war," 

has not much to do with the methods of world politics. It shows only that there 
are groups abroad who are not in agreement with the brutal policy of their govern- 
ments and take upon themselves the liberty to say so, It does not demon- 
stfate anything about conditions in Germany, except this, that one has to tare 

the detour via London in order to be able, as a German, to express one's opinion 
openly. But this just reveals a surprising parallel with the Hitler regime, for 
the Brown Boor on the Reichstag fire also appeared in--London. 


However, since I am not of the opinion that one can take a three years’ holiday 
from the laws of humanity without suffering for it, I have published my writings 
in Germany since January 1946. Although the help given by the Military Govern- 
ment has been confined to never having permitted, but always prohibited publica- 
tion with the threat of the direst penalties, I none the less gratefully acknow- 
ledge that, hitherto, they have left me my personal liberty. I am fully aware 
that, for a similar attitude of open resistance in the Third Reich, I would have 
been sent to a concentration camp long ago (just in passing: my attitude toward 
the anti-Jewish pogroms very nearly got me into one). Here, indced, there is a 
certain difference in the political methods, But it should be borne in mind that 
in my lecture I spote of a certain shmilarity in methods in the sphere of world 
politics. This does not exclude occasional big differences between the Gestapo 
and the Secret Scrvice in their methods of work, Even if this were true in my 
caso, it does not mitigate in any way the frightfulness of the retributive meas- 
ures applied to Germany. The theft of the Eastern provinces, the looting of 
Germany, the abuse of de-Nazificstion, the pauperization of professional soldiers, 
the misery of millions and millions--what has all this to do with my fate? 


At the most that I could enjoy o certain "personal liberty." This liberty, however, 
looks vastly different from a distance, from London, for instarce, than from close 
by. It was and still is at bottom an extremo lac’ of liberty, insofar as general 
conditions in Germany were almost insuperable limits to my activity. Why send me 
to a concentration camp when I am already in a -- concentration camp? 


It was s easy to put me “into cold storage.” Just a little tightening of the 
thumb-screws,. One refused to give me o license. That mean&é complete inactivity. 
The whole of Germany was ina psychosis of fear of de-Nazification and of Militury 
Government. No printer too’ the risk, Then there was the lack of paper. Even | 
for the needs of everyday life, there was no paper. I had no money, since the 
Church authorities had, in January 1947, suspended and soon afterwards dismissed 
me without payment in consequence of my aggressive attitude, This was my “liv. r- 
ty." That I could brea’ through it, that I succeeded at last in having my writ- 
ings published, was due not so much to the benevoleme of Military Government as 
to the extraordinary courage of a printer and to the support of a circle of friends 


which soon formed itself. 


could explain to you in terms of a1] sorts of admonitions, prohibitions (with the 
threat of serious consequences), summonses and searches that Military Government 
does not look at my activity and above all, at the publication of my writings, 
with such a democratic calm as you assume. Every conceivable effort was made to 
discover the printer and, only a short while ogo, perhaps under the impact of the 
publications in London, after o search lasting two hours, the major part of my 
private belongings was seized and secured--a somewhat belated measure, after I huc 


sycceeded at last in publishing my writings abroad, 
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This is how the liberty looks which we have today! It is still very dear in Ger- 
manye But I do not complain of that. Liberty, if it is to be gemuine, has to te 
dearly fought fori 


But I do complain that once more liberty is being abused for arbitrariness and ex- 
cess, and that the spirit of Versailes threatens to destroy the last possibiliti-.s 
of a sincere understanding among nations, 


This spirit of hatred and destruction should arouse our opposition. Herein lies 
our common responsibility and that of all genuine humanity in oll nations. 


In this responsibility resides that higher and generally human point of view which 
we may all need and in which I tried to meet your=I hope not in vaine-freely and 
beyond all political prejudices. 


August 28, 1948 Pastor Adalbert Knees, 
Bielefeld, Oberntorwall 13. 
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COMING IN THE SPRING ISSUE 





The special nature of this issue forced us to postpone until spring part two of 
Bruno Bettelhcim's and Carl Kaspin's articles, begun in the Autumn Issuc. The 
next issue will feature also a personal report on Japan today, an analysis of 
the Olivet College student striko, a discussion of conflicts botween science and 
authority, and reviows of Wobbly and Stalin and German Communism, The necessity 
of gathcring together matcrial on Germany from Woll-informed sources caused an 
undue emphasis on contributors who are ncither students nor connected with the 
University of Chicago. . The next issue will see restored roliance on local tale 
ent. ; 
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THE GERMAN CAMPAIGN 








Tais isaue of-the Student Partisan is devoted entirely to the question of Germany, 


with the exception of correspondence received on the proposed Intercollegiate So- 
cialist Federation. The issue is an important part of the sean 2b hee con- 


ducted by the Politics Club this winter. pom on  ae eg en anne 
This campaign has two main aims: (1) clar- {|} : 
ification of a democratic and socialist : STUDENT PARTIS A: 
attitude toward the German problem; (2) ' VOL. IT NO. 2 WINTER 1949 
aid to the German people, especially to é 
: : Editorial Board: Don Chenoweth 

dents and active fighters for freedom. i 

raat hy a ee ; Guy Dill Potter, Saul Mendelson 


Early in the quarter discussions will be Business Manager: David Fine 
held by the Politics Club to explore all : Published Autumn, Winter & Spring 
phases of occupation policy. On January ; Quarters by the Politics Club of 
2lst a rally will be held featuring prom- the University of Chicago 
inent speavers. This rally will be the | Price: 15¢; bundles, 5 or more: 
climax of this first educational phase of 12g per copy 
the campaign, ond will serve as the open- Editorial Address: 
iig gun of a drive for German relief. The Saul Mendelson; 6108 Greenwood 
Pslitics Club will collect boots for Ger- Chicago 37, Illinois 
yan students in connection with a general Business Address: 

ampus drive to take place for that pur- David Fine, 6028 Ingleside Avenue 
pose. But the clut till also collect | Chicago 37, Illinois 
money, food and eiothing, to be sent to RO eit a ei 
the European relief fund administered by 
Dwight and Nancy Macdonald. Their list at the present time is composed of sever- 
al hundred anti-fascists~--about two-thirds Germans and Austrians with many years 
in the concentration camps behind them, about one-third Spanish Republican refug- 


ees eking out an existence in France. 



































AMONG OUR CONTRIBUTORS : 





LEWIS COSER is a Social Science instructor in the College of the University of 
Chicago. Under the penname of Louis Clair he was editor of Modern Review and cor- 


tributed to many periodicals. 





DWIGHT MACDONALD edits and publishes the magazine politics.. 


MAURICE GOLDBLOOM is Executive Secretary of the American Association for a Demo- 
cratic Germany. 


CIRCULATION NOTES: 





The Autumn issue saw a 75% increase in sales. For the first time out-of-town cir- 
culation constituted almost half the total. Bundlos were ordered by clubs or in- 
dividual agonts at California (Berkeley), Roosevelt, Olivet, West Virginia, Wayne, 
Arron, Western Reserve, Buffalo, Newark, Columbia, New Yor’ University, City Col- 


lege off New Yor’, Brootlyn and Queens, 
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THE PROBLEM OF GERMAN GUILT -=- AN EDITORIAL OPINION 





In the course of a radio speech during the war, Goering is reported to have tcld the 
Gorman people: “You should enjoy the war while it lasts, for the peace is gceig 
to be terrible." It is possible to speculato as to what degree the "fear of 
peace" was a factor in prolonging the actual course of the conflict by solidify- 
ing support behind the Nazi regime (whose propaganda department made excellent 
use of the worte of Vansittart and Morgenthau), but it is difficult to deny thet 
Goering's prediction has been fulfilled to the ytmost. With the approech of vic- 
tory, the Allied powers ceased speaking in terms. of the Atlantic Charter, with 
its promises of national self-determination and the international democratic 
rights, and postulated instead the terms of Unconditional Surrender. As these 
were dovelopd in practice, we have seen a new type of peace imposed on a defeated 
country--new at least in its application to an industrially and culturally ad- 
vanced nation. We will not here recite the list of econorically disastrous and 
politically indefensible crimes committed under the guise of demilitarization and 
de-industrialization, for that is dealt with clsewhere in this issue of the 
STUDENT PARTISAN. But it is necossary to point out that these moasures are com- 
paruble only with those carricd out in an earlier period when the empires of the 
imperialist powers were being established: the abolition of national soverbéignty 
nnd rule by military occupation authorities; the systematic looting and destruc- 
tion of native industries; starvation through tho artificial restriction of 
food-production; these are reminiscent of the British conquest of India in the 
eighteenth century, 


ven if we had previously hid no inkling ef Allicd war aims, the "consequences of 
the peace" would have explained this sipilarity. But, tuben together with oxpli- 
cit declarations by Great Power spokesmen, it is impossible to avoid the conclu- 
sion that the Occupation of Germany (as also Japan) had as its main aim the come 
plete and final destruction of 9 rival capitalist economy; its reduction to the 
status of a "colonial" dependency; and its exploitation as a dependent and helpe- 
less country. The fact that Germany wes not a backward agricultural area, plus 
the special charncter and needs of the victorious powers determined that in: 
addition to measures strictly chracteristic of "colonialism," thcore would also be 
applicd such necessary adjunts as the dismantling of factories, the transfer of 
populations, the impressment of labor power, the limitation on political organiza- 
tions, the censoring of mail, the prohibition of private foreign trade, etc. ctc. 


That such a policy should come as a surprise or "betrayal" is possible only to such 

liberals as sincerely believed that America's war aims consisted cf the Four Fruce- 
doms and the Atlantic Charter {and who still believe in the Democratic Mission of 

Amcrican imperialism). We mist recognize their moral superiority over those who, 

together with various degrees of expiicit chauvinism, accept and defend the actual 
course of American and Russian policy as applied to Germany. 


We are not speaking, of course, of those who openly and honcetly identify themselves 





and their viewpoint with the interests of American capit:list society and who 
preach the doctrine of the Amcrican Century. With them there is no point in 
arguing, for the policy of America is thcir policy, consistent with their oims and 
devoted to promoting their interests, “Wo address ourselve rather to those who 
think and speak of themselves as libcrals or socialists, that is, those who are 
idcologically independent of the forces interestcd in promoting the status quo at 
home and extending their economic and political dominatim throughout the world, 
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To these liberals and socialists we state categorically; the treatment of de- 
feated Gormany by the Allies violates pak concept of democracy and contradicts 
every principle of socialism. The accoptanco or support of this policy consti- 
tutes a violation of liberal ideals and a betrayal of international socialist 
solidarity with on oppressed people and an exploited working class. 


It is a rather sad commentary on the state into which the liberal and radical move- 
ments have fallen that it is neccessary today to explicitly state and defend these 
ideas, to dovote one issue of tho STUDENT PARTISAN to exposing the reactionary 
implications of the Allied occupation. It is our belief that this widospread 
apathy toward or acceptance of the Allied occupation is in large measure due to 
the success that American stalinists have had in promoting the theory of "German 
war guiit" among the ran’s of liberals and progressives. Liberals who on many 
other questions oppose the stalinists seem to have generally accepted this idea 
in spite of the widespread recognition that all such stalinist theories are in- 
vented and propagated in the service and for the justification of Russia's for- 
cign policy. Hence it is useful to examine this line as the most influential for- 
in which this question has been presented. (The fact that most of the arguments 
are not new, but are taten from the arsenal of the reactionary press is immateri- 
al--what is necessary is to refute them in their "progressive" and "socialist" 
garb.) It is further desirable to examine specifically the stalinist line on 
Germany and “war guilt" because it is precisely here that this political tendency 
rovcals itself for what it is: the reactionary and anti-socialist ideological 
arm of the Russian totalitarian regime, all quotntions from Marx and Lenin and 
all shoutings about democracy to the contrary notwithstanding. 


The theory of German war guilt is usually developed in the following stages:1 


(1) The German people were responsible for or acquiesced in the rise of fascism 
to power. 


(2) Onder a fascist government they engaged in an eee war against peace- 
loving nations; during which 


(3) they were responsible for the unspeakable crimes committed vy that government, 
This responsbility is presumably derived from the "plain fact" that "the 
aggression and atrocities committed by Germany have had the support of the 
German people and would long ago have come to an end if that support had been 


withdrawn, "2 
We shall deal with each of these propositions in turn. 


Beginning with (1), when we approach the question as to the origin of fascism, we 
find it generally accepted that this form of totalitarianism is a political prod- 
uct of capitalist crisis, the regime which comes into existence when it becomes 
impossible to solve the economic and political problems of a capitalist society 
under a democratic form of government. If this is so, then it would seem, however 





lpor the most characteristic, concise and vicious presentation of this argument, 
readers are referred to the pamphlet, The Treatment of Defeated Germany, by the 

stalinist "theoretician" V. J. Jerome. All subsoquent quotations, unless other- 
wise indicated, are taren from this work, 








London Daily Wortrer, October 19, 1944, 
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no more plausible to assign tho blame to any people for fascism thon it would oc 
to blame them for the social system under which they live and which produces this 
dictatorship, Indeed, if they are to be blamed for anything, it is for not ove:- 
throwing this rotting, decadent and decaying social order, and establishing a 
socialist society. But in accomplishing this tas’ the German poople are no ler, 
lacking then many others. pape 


But to say that fascism is a product of capitalism perhaps does not exhaust the 
question. To what extent, for example, did false policies of the leadership of 
the anti-Nazi forces pave the way for or facilitate the victory of Hitler? (For 
if a people cannot be blamed for choosing wrong, i.e. bad, stupid, reactionary, 
etc. leaders, leaders can be blamed for betraying the interests of those who 
have given them their confidences It is here that blame may be assigned.) Jer- 
ome attempts to apply this iden when he says: 


"Throughout this period (preceding the fascist victory.- Ed.) the Social 
Democratic leadership rejected the United Front of labor, thus weakening 
the working class and the democratic forces generally in the face of the 
developing fascist offensive." 


Coming from an "official Communist," that statement can only be considered a 
downright shame-faced lie. For the Social Democratic leadership could have ro- 
jected a United Front only if that had been previously proposed by the Communist 
party of Germany (the only other significant political force in Germany, whose 
defender, of course, Jerome is.) But it was precisely the C.P. which at that 
time was against a united front with the Socinl Democratic leadership. To quote 
Ernst ThaeImann, then leader of the German party and reporter to.the Comintern: 





"In his pamphlet om the question How Will National Socialism be D efeatcd? 
Trotsty gives always but one reply: ‘the German C.P. must mate a bloc with 
the Social DOmocracye.ses In framing this bloc, Trots’y szes the only way 
for completely saving the German working class ‘from fascism. Either 
the C.P. will mave 2. bloc with the Social Democracy or the Gorman worVing 
class is lost for tgn to twenty years. 














"This is tho theory of a completely ruined fascist and counter-revolution- 
ary. This theory is the worst theory, the most dangerous theory and the 
most criminal that Trotsry has constructed in the last yearsof his countor- 
revolutionary propaganda .” (Thaelmann, closing speech at tho 13th Plenum, 
September 1932, "Communist International,” No. 17/18, pe. 1329.) 
Obviously Trotsry could not be correct as against the policy actually followed 
by the German Communist Party. 





But if the failure to establish a united working class policy of struggle against 
fascism aided the victory of Hitler, and if such failure was due (in part at 
least) to a false policy of the C. P.,is not it just as much to blame as anybody 
clse? Who is Jerome, specifically, to castigate the German people, 2 substantial 
part of which followed the leadership of a party, the mistabves of which were so 
fatal that he is forced to conceal thom? Who indeed but a theoretician of "Ger- 
man national guilt?" (We do not wish to imply that the Social Democracy--i.e., 
its leadership--is any less to "blame than the Communist party, mt it is neoces- 
sary to place first things first--and the truth about the C.P. happens, in this. 
instance, to be first.) 





To proceed to (2), the “rosponsibility" for the war, it is only necessary to add 





that even as is fascism, so is war a product of a social system which generates 
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intcrnational conflicts as a consequence of the competitive national struggle 

for markets, raw matcrials, stratcgic areas and cutlets for investment, We can 
only repeat, how can a people be held responsible for war any more than for the 
social system which produces warg We will point out below that the German poople 
did not have the “choise” of supporting the war or not; they were not froe agents. 
But it is interesting to note what tho attitude toward it was on the part of cer- 
tain people who were free agents, before they became exponents of the "national 
guilt" thesis (the discovery of which coincided more or less with the German in- 


vasion of Russian). 


"The responsibility and wlame for this unparalleled bloodshed and mass 
slaughter...rests on the big capitalist waremongers of both imperialist 
camps.«eThe workring people of Germany oan attain peace, liberty, ond pros- 
perity not by siding with British imperialism, but only by struggling 
against all imperialism..." (Manifesto of the German Communist Party (in 
exile), entitled “Put an End to this Monstrous War” and published in 


World Nows and Views, Vol. 18, 1940.) 











Finally, in regard to (3), the question as to what extent the German people "sup- 
ported" the Nazi government, and specifically its more brutal crimes against hu- 
manity. In the first place, how is it possible to speak eithor of "support" or 


"opposition" when it is considered that Hitler consolidated himself in power by 
physically suppressing (or “liquidating,” as Stalin would say) every trace and 
vestige of opposition to the fascist dictatorship and its policies, and when it 

is remembered that he achieved power only in the course of a campaign of violence, 
direoted above all at the working class and no less real because it was one- 
sided (the causes for which see point (1) above)? Is it really possible to cx- 
pect an opposition to exist after a decade of police rule? (Does anyone expect 


an opposition to Stalin in Russia? But we do not "blame" the Russian people fcr 
"tolorating" a dictatorship. On the contrary, we feel pity for them.) 


Secondly, however, what would it moan to say that Germans "really" supported Hitler, 
say to the extent of fighting vigorously to defend the country and its regime 
when thoy had the opportunity of surrendering? It would mean simply that (by 
means of terrorism, concentration camps, propaganda in the churches, schools, 
newspapers, and the suppression of any alternrtive point of view) the Nazi govern- 
ment had succeeded in causing the people to identify (falsoly) their own interest. 
and values with those of the forces of which the Nazi regime was the instrument. 


But this, obviously, is nothing peculiar to Germans, or for that matter to anybody 
else. For a couple of thousand years now, people have been led into wars (c-- 
erced into thom by dictatorships, "convinced" in democracies) without learnir: 
the simple truth about patriotism being a lie. But this does not mean tint a 
people and their government are identicanl; indeed, socialists have alwsys main- 
tained that class governments always represent the interests of the ruling class. 
This is the basic reason why socialists differentiate between peoples and their 
governments. All of this would seem so elementary as to be self-evident; yet it 
is only by ignoring these simple concepts that one can arrive at the position of 


"national war guilt." 


And it is only in this way that a thing live reparations can be justified. For the 
burden of reparations does not fall on the shoulders of the government, or even 
of the capitalist class, It is an unpaid part of industrial or agricultural pro- 
duction which is produced by workers and peasants of the defeated country and 















STUDENT PARTISAN - WINTER QUARTER 1949 Page 15 


expropriated without compensation. Similarly, the dismantling of factories may 
diminish the social power of e small group of capitalists, tut much more it rots 
a much larger number of workers of their ability and right to workeeyes, and 
their "right" to be exploited. 


Next comes the question of territorial revision. Socialists (ang domocrats) have 
nlwnys insisted that it is a primary right of a particuler people, even Indoncsi- 
ans and Germans, to wish to be independent. (This, incidentally, happened to be 
one of the rights guaranteed by the non-existent Atlantic Charter.) It means thot 
the drawing of Yroundsries should be determined on the basis of the desires of the 
peoples involved. This principle did not prevent the conference of “democrats", 
"Socialists" and "Communists" at Potsdam from annexing Enst Prussia, Silesia and 
Pomerania to Poland (thus “equalizing” the Russian annexation of Eastern Poland), 
expelling the native German population from the Sudetenland and maving various 
provisions for French "interests" in the West, On the other hand, we cannot say 
that these statesmen completely forgot about the principle of national self-detor- 
mination, for they made provisions for ex post facto conformity: all Germans were 
to be moved out of the given torritorics, Which is how eleven million persons 
came suddenly to be uprooted from their century-long homes and dumped, without 
possessiong, into the alrendy over-populated and poverty-stricken Western Zones. 





This is, indeed, democracy with o vengeance. Finally, the thesis of "national 
guilt" justifies that most complete and horrible form of human exploitation, slave 
labor, But only a stnlinist hac’ like Jcrome would be so brazen as to spenk of 
its “re-cducative” value: "In tho-payment of reparations, especially in retribu- 
tive labor abroad, they (the German worters!!) will experience the regenerative 

‘values of contructive lobor....Worring under the regonerative conditions of Sov- 
jet discipline and labor-morale, they will see the contrast between the "Red 
Devil" consept with which they were tricked and the civilized Socialist citizen." 


If we scem to be directing this argument exclusively against the stalinists, it is 
only because they have developed the thesis of “war guilt" to its most oxtreme 
degree and its most vicious conscqucnees, In all of their writings on the subject 
ef Germany there is not one spark of sooialist ideology. It is this which we 
nein when we sny that their support of Russia mates them an objectively renction- 
ary and anti-socialist political tendenoy, no matter how much they quote Marx or 
Cry about lynchings in America, 


fhis flows from the fact that Russia's oims today are nothing less than reactionary: 
and anti-socialist. For if America's aim in the war was to destroy a capitalist 
rival, Russia's aim was to increase her territory and her economic capacity to ux. 
pioit other countrics in the interests of her own ruling class. Thus her insis- 
tence, and that o¢ her foreign “fifth oolumnists? on the necessity of reparations, 
‘retributive labor," territorial revisions, population movements, otc. 


is not that we wish to kick a dend dog, but the question of war guilt is so im- 
portant’ that it might be interesting to inquire what would be the consequences of 
this theory applied to an America defeatcd by Russia in on agproxching World War 
III. (We pose this, of course, purely hypothetically; in actuality we do not 
doubt that America is capable of winning any such wire. But then, we have been 
wrong before. For example, there was the oxsc of the clections....In this case 
also, it might be wiser if we listened to the people who exclaim, "You don't be-~ 
lieve what you read in the bourgeois press, do you?"), If we should grant the mt 
unwarranted assumption that the American people, including the labor movement, 
would have enthusiastically and joyfully followed their "imperialisteminded-mono~ 
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poly-capitalist-inspired-with-fascist-tendencies" political leaders into this 
conflict, then all the eleménts of war guilt would be present: would the then 
victorious People-Democratic-and-Progressive-Coalition-For-Freedom=-and-a-Las ting- 
Peace be justified in proceeding to take the following measures? Occupation of 
the United States with the military imposition of a "People's Gorernment"; the 
transportation of 25,000,000 Americans from the eastern seaboard to the middle 
west; the reduwtion of the food ration to 1550 calories; the "rostitution" of 
goods sufficient to replace the damage done by America's atomic attac’s on Rus- 
sia and her allies--in the form of the shipment of all movable factories, equip- 
ment, transportation facilities, etc.; and the confinement of o few million 

Amer dean soldiers in Siberian camps where they would experience the "regenera- 
tive" values of Soviet labor-discipline. 


It is certain that every stalinist will refuse to answer such a rhetorical question; 
liberals, however, should not feel too superior. For unless they have opposed 
the application of such a policy by “our” side, they would really have no’ moral 
basis Sor objecting to the application of a similsr policy ti America. If Rus- 
sia has received the bulk of the dismantled factories, and impressed the most 
slave labor, it was America which collaborated in these enterprises and took 
quite a bit for herself, Indeed, it has been ostimated that the total value of 
patents alone, ta”en as Awerica's "share", came close to equalling the cost of 


all Russian depredations,. 


We have seen what has been proposed and executed in respect to Germany by the oc- 
cupying powers. The question now becomes: what is a socialist program? In the 
first place, we must demand a cessation of the policy of dismantling with the 
consequent economic hardships which it wor’s upon the German people. We must de- 
mand the abolition of all restrictions on German production of food and on for- 
eign trade. We must demand the lifting of such things as production quotas and 
the restoration of the German merchant marine. Further, we must demand that all 
measures be abolished which at present limit the democratic rights of the labor 
movement and general population. In this regard we must demand that such undem- 
ocratic measures as the censorship of the press and the licensing of political 
organizations be ended. We must demand that it no longer be prohibited to speak 
and agitate against the occupation itself. And we must also ‘te prepared to 
demand what all of these imply, the completo removal of the occupartion troops and 
the restoration of sovereignty to the German nation. All of these dmmands amount 
to just one thing: full independence for the German people. : 


This will by no means solve 411 of the problems which Europe is facing as a conse- 
quence of the Russian-American conflict. It is not, however, entirely divorced 
from this question either, For this conflict can be resolved only given the 
growth of an independent force other than that wielded by the two participants. 
Such a force could only arise through the formation of a western union of 
socialist countries, But such a western union presupposes the free and voluntary 
participation of its constituent nations; it cannot rest upon coercion of one 
people by another. All such proposals can be nothing more than a cover for 
America's plan of an Atlantic Defense bloc unless they postulate as a prerequi- 
site the complete independence of all participating countries. That is why 
such a union can only be realized given the prior solution of the "German ques~ 
tion" on a progressive basis, Such a progressive solution can only te the 
restoration of an independent Germany, the sbolitbon of the occupation in its 
entirety, and the withdrawal of occupation troops. 


~-The Editors, STUDENT PARTISAN 
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CORRESPONDENCE 





Eugene V, Debs Sooicty 
Broo*vlyn College 


Executive Committee, Politics Clut 
Hear Fricnds, aes 

At a recent business meeting, the E.V. Deks Society of Bronklyn Collego cn- 
dorsed the position of the Politics Club on the need for an interecollcgiate 
socialist fedcratione We agree that this projected fcderation is of pressing im- 
portance. 

We believe that a socialist federation as described in your publication,STUDENT 
PARTISAN, would have the following salutary effects: 

1. The federation could provide its affiliates with an attractive and stimu- 
lating magazine which would not be possible if socialist clubs had to depend on- 
tirely on their own rosources. 

2 More effective socialist action on campus would he possible on the basis of 
better integrated clubs. 

Se It could attract considerable attention, thereby strengthoning its affili-~- 
atos and facilitating the organization of campus socialist elubs where none exist 
now. 

4, It would provide an organized political altcrnative for militant students whe 
will inevitably be disillusioned with Russian and American imperialist politics in 
the next period. 

Se An exchange of ideas, so necossary for socialistsin this period, would be 
made easier through fedcration. : 

Please keep us informed of any concrete steps Politics Club may take toward the 
formation of an inter-collegiate socialist federation, 


Zecember 13, 1948 Yours sincerely, JULIUS JACOBSON, President 


ee ee - =- - 


Socialist Discussion Clu 
City Coilege of New York 
Executive Committec, Politics Club 


The Socialist Discussion Club of CCNY since its inception two years ago has 
looked forward to the formation of a national socialist federation. Our club 
Agrees that purposes of such an organization should be those stated in the arti- 
cle, "For a National Student Socialist Federation," (Student Partisan, Vol. 1, 
No. 3)s,..ewhose gencral purpose would be to carry on general socialist propnagin- 
ain, to issue o national student magazine...to provide an opportunity for the ex- 
change of idows between socialist students throughout the courti’ " lic Socialist 
Discussion Clud of CCNY is prepared to join a socialist fcdorsti on the basis 
of the following two points, one political, the other orgsnisetional;: 

le That the basis for membership be adherence to the iac: wo vsithor capi-g 

talism nor Stalinism but international socialism, sd 








2. That the national organization be based on tiv principle of foderation, 

We will in future correspondence inform you of the nature of our club and its 
activities. We hope you will communicate to us as soon as possible the present 
status of the National Federation and how we can become a participating member 
in it. Our club feels that the most immediate tas”s are the consolidation of a 
national organization and the establishment of a national magazines. 





December 12, 1948 Fraternally, Leon Lipschitz, Secretary 
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O''servers of political life in Occupied Germany, noting the apathy of the mass of 
rorymans toward political action, and noting the feeble layer of ancient Weimar 
politicians at the top of the German parties today, nevertheless are wont to ro- 
mark that one group, the youth movement of the German Social Democratic Party, 
does show significant signs of life and growth. For this reason we considu: i 
letter printed below of special interest in revealing the great distance that al- 
roady scparates German Socialist youth from their more conservative adult lead- 
erse Those youth can be the centcr of a revitalized and genuinely socialist mv.- 
ment. The letter was sent to the youth of the RDR (Rassemblement Révolutionaire 
et Démocratique) and appearod in the RDR paper, La Gauche, in November, 1948; 


he 


Dear Comrades; 
We, the groups of Socinlist Youth of Cologne, send our fraternal fighting 


greetings to you from our regional convention. We reccived with enthusiasm the 
declaration to the German youth published by your representatives to the second 
international youth camp, ot Munich. We sce in the attitude of your comrades 

and in their declarations one of the finest examples of international socialist 


solidarity. 
We ‘now the courageous struggle that you have led for years in behalf of the 


youth of oppressed Germany against the French nationalists. 

Your declaration shows clearly that you do not hold responsible for the soc- 
ond world war the Germa: worters and, in particular, the German youth. You 
declare unambiguously that it is the international capitalist class which pushed 
the world into this wor, by its struggles for hegemony ond for the possession of 


coal, stcel and oil. 
The same criminal forces lead onoe more, today, towards « new war, These 


bandits possoss in their secret arsenals the mest frightful instruments of death, 
such as the atomic bomb, and weapons still more secret which threaten one day to 


destroy the entire world, 
Once again the worters must fight exch other and die in « fratricidal strug- 


gle and ones more the youth will be the first victims. We must unite and, by all 
means, organize ageinst this threat of death. With you, we have the conviction 
that only the worvers, united in struggle, can prevent tho third world war, 

. We will fight with s11 our strength to maintain peace and we think that our 
principal tas’ in this connection is to demonstriute clenrly to the youth what the 
true causes of war are, that no war is in the interest of youth. Likewise we 
must expose the so-called nims and pretended idesls supposedly being defended, At 
the same time our fight is 2 fight for the liberty and independence of the Germin 
people, for the overthrow of the German capitalist class, for a socialist Germany 
in which the worrers and peasants will govern democratically and in which the 
full rights of youth will be recognized. That is why we demand: 

Immediate abolition of zonal frontiers in Germany 
Immediate withdrawal of the occupation troops 
That is why we fight: 
For international unity and action of tho youth 
For international action against war and oppression 
For a free youth in a free socinlist world. 
LONG LIVE THE SOLIDARITY OF THE YOUTH! 
FRIENDSHIP TO THE YOUTH OF FRANCE. 


The Groups of Socialist Youth of Cologne 
in their regional convention. 
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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PEOPLES 





Some Further Speculations 


Author's Note: In the March, 1945, issue of pelitics, I published an 
article entitled "The Responsibility of Peoples,” 1n which I tried to 
show that the German people were not collectively responsible for the 
crimes of the Nazis. The present Berlin crisis suggests some further 
speculations on this theme. = D.Me 


Man lives in history but is not at all comfortable there. Even at best--by which 
I mean in a smallish, integrated community like the ancient Gree’ city state-- 
there is always a desperate struggle between what the individual wants and what 
happens to him as a result of living in society. (fhe process of hauling the 
individual about like a bale, or a corpse, and cramming him into some badly fit- 
ting context of ideology or action--this is what is euphemistically called 
"history.") And at worst--by which I mean the big-scale, industrial-bureaucrat-~ 
ic socicties in which the peoples of USA, USSR, and most of Europe toss and 
twist--there is not even a struggle; the individual "citizen" (what oa mocrery!), 
has about the same chance of determining his own fate as o hog dangling By one 
foot from the conveyor belt of a Chicago pacting plant. 


This situation would ke unsupportable were it not for the easing ministrations of 
the propagandists, the historians, the sociologists, gnd the other witch-doctors 
of an industrial culture. How guilty we Americans would have felt about Hiro- 
shima if Dr. Geoffrey Gorer had not been able to demonstrate the essential 
wictedness of the Japanese “national character" due to the fact that Japanese 
mothers toilet-train their children at too early an age! (A friend calls this 
The Sphincter Theory of History.) And now I hear that Dr. Margarot Mead, after 
a gigantic field survey, is on the verge of locating the essentially authoritar- 
ian and generally wrong-headed national character of the Russian people in the 
practicw of swaddling infants, This, too, will bo consoling after the atomiza- 
tion of Moscow, 


The miracle which Drs. Gorer and Mead perform on a “scientific" level was achievod 
on 4 more vulgar level by the liberal journalists and moralists who propagandized 
the myth of the peculiar wickedness of the Germans during the last war: just as 
the witch-doctor mares thunderstorms less frightening by giving them an animis- 
tic interpretation, m these modern shamans invest the impersonal workings of tk. 
political mechanism with human attributes: will, morality, consciousness. A 
cops-and-robbers flavor is given to history--and WE are, of course, always the 
COPS. 


The present Berlin situation shows how superficial is this approsch. 


THE AIRLIFT 


Not since the completion of the River Rouge plant have we scen so dramatic an ex- 
pression of American industrial genius as the Berlin airlift. For months now, 
a city of over two million inhabitants has reccived all its essentinl supplice 
vy air, Tho ingenuity, technical preoision, and materialistic mastery shown in 

this operation are the high point of post»Renaissance man’s leng and successful 

struggle to master nature. What vistas of progress the Victorians, if they 
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> *d have imsgined such a triumph, would have seen stretching awi1y into the 


future! 


-t we have already seen, only three years 2go, another airlift, pcrhaps not quitc 
so amazing technically but still impressive enough, manned by the same kind of 
s‘illful young Americans and aimed at the sume city and the same people, %ut 
whose cargo was not food and conl but rather blockbusters. Certainly we live in 
a world of shifting, flickering shadows, of protean shapes that suddenly change 
from horror to benevolence, from death to life. What is reality and what is 
illusion here? Were the bombs real, or is the food real? Were the young Ameri- 
cans who so mastcrfully bombed Berlin evil men? And are their similars who are 


with equal mastery *ceping the city alive good men? 


Cloarly, such concepts cannot he used here. In the last month of the war, the 
American air force destroyed in two nights the city of Dresden: one of the lovli- 
est collections of architccture in Europe, a city of no military significance and 
with no war industry to spoakr of, a city that at the time was crammed with civil- 
jan refugess from the East, hundreds of thousands of whom died under the American 
firchombs. Yet I venture to say that very few of the Americans who planned and 
exccuted this atrocity felt any specinl hatred of the churches and refugees they 
destroyed. Nor do the airlift personnel today feel any special love for the 
Berliners they are feeding. There is indeed a logis to both actions, but it is 
not a human, not a rational or ethical logic. It is rather the logic of a social 
mechanism which has grown so powerful that human beings have become simply its 


instruments. 


THE MYTHMAXERS 


Such a viewpoint is chill and uncomfortable. Hence the importance of political 
mythologists who “humanize” these vast impersonal processes by injecting good and 


evil concepts into them. So in the last war it was possible to convinces many 
Americans--espcoially those who had been to college and there had acquired the 
dangerous knack of thinking in general terms--that the Gorman people were the ac- 
oomplices rather than the first victims of Hitler; thxut they were collectively 
responsible for the Nazi horrors. To construct this myth required much rewrit- 
ing and re-interpretation of history, in the style of the Sovict Politburo, to 
show that the Germans have been militaristic since Tacitus. It was also noces-~ 
sary to ignore such facts as that the concentretion camps up to 1939 were filled 
with Germans, and only with Germans, that the majority of Germans in 1933 voted 
against Hitler, and that the existence of thse great denth=camps of 1943-45 was 
carcfully concealed from the German people. It was also necessary to ignore the 
fuct, above all, that there is only one kind of person who can be expected to 
resist the policy of a totalitarian state like Nazi Germany or Stalinist Russia; 


namely, the heroes 


Heroism, like artistic talent,has always beon o rare human quality, To expect the 
average German--or American--to be a hero is akout as reasonable as to demand that 
he be a poet. The absurdity of this whole approach appears in the fact that 
today the same Berliners who were denounced three yoars ago as cowards and sadists 
because they didn't "stop Hitler,” arc now prescnted as a race of heroes because 
they are resisting Russian pressure. The only Germans who oan be called heroes 
are those in the Sovict zone who are actively fighting against the Russians. 

There aren't many of them, just as thcre weren't many Frenchmen who took part in 
the Resistance, and just as there would not be many American who would resist a 
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nitive fascism once it got its reprossive apparatus functioning, Heroes just 
aren't very common, that's all. And nothing is more vulgar than the type of lib- 
lab journalist or scholar--like Thomas Mann, for example, or the late editors or 
PM--who demam of others a heroism which it is doubtful, putting it charitably, 
That they themselves possess. 


THE BERLINERS: NOT HEROES, BUT MEN 


This does not mean that the Berliners have not showed courage in siding with the 
Wost, Nor docs it mean that jt makes no difference, practically or ethically, 
whigh side they choose,. I think it makes a great difference, arc I am very glad 
they have chosen the West,. The point, rather, is the obvious one--vbyious, 
that is, to every one except a well-educated liblab--that alinos*s: evcrviody acts 
politically according to the relationship of two factors; (Ff) his own values, 
(b) the risk of expressing those values. In Hitler's Berlin, a: in S*alin's 
Moscow, the risk--assuming one's values, as I believe was the cuse with the grent 
majority of Berliners and is similarly the case in Moscow, run counter to tho 
policy of the regime--the risk, I say, was so terrifying as to dctex all tut the 
tiny minority of heroes,.. In Berlin today, however, since the Western armies are 
atillin occupation, the only risk is the possible future exit of those armies,* 
Since the future exit of those armies is always a possibility, it takes some cour- 
age to side now openly with the West. Courage--not heroism; most people do have 
courage, in moderate, reasonable amounts, a 


The really significant thing obout the Berliners’ support of the West against tho 
Russians is not the courage it shows--which, as just noted, is what any one but 
a mythmaker would expect of the Germans, or of any other people--but rather the 
fact that given the chance to express, without too much risk, their preference, 
they have s overwhelmingly chosen bourgeois democracy over totalitarianism, 
This is part of a worldwide phenomenon since the war, 


In almost every situation where there have been reasonably free elections, the Com- 
munists have lost out. And this, too, despite the fact that all the West offers 
is a contimance of a most imperfect status quoe. The slogans are all on the 
Communists* side; even the historical tradition of social revolution is more on 
their side than on capitalist America's. Yet most people seem to still possess 
enough primitive sense of their own materialist&e interests, enough distaite for 
the police state even when bedecred with red banners, to prefer Western "deoa- 
dence" and "stagnation" to the dynamism of the terrible Utopia offered ty the Erst 


This is a modest enough triumph.. There is very little that we car honestly sev + 
praise of the institutions and culture of Western capitalism beyond the ©* to- 
ment that, now that we have seen thirty years of Communist development. **o 





es 








*I lack space here to go into the political dilemma posed for so¢ inlists and 
pacifists by the fact that the American army, a most reacti> ‘ry organization 
whose purpose is mass slaughter, is the only bulwar’ protcct.1¢ the trade unions 
and popularly elected government of Berlin against liquidition by the Russians, 
Such feeble civil liberties as the Berliners now have, and the possibility of 
winning more later on, depend on the U.S. Army staying there. As I have argued 
in detail in the current politics, this is a real dilemma for all us Utopiaons, 
one not to be charmed away by our mythologists. 
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eornorison is greatly in favor of capitalism. But it is something in these dark 
times that the population of Berlin, after fifteen years of Nazism, saturation 
bombing, and postwar starvation, still has enough human feeling and vitality left 
to offer some resistance to totalitarianism. Perhaps human nature is less malle- 
avle than the modern dictators assume. Perhaps we may even draw some optimistic 
cone lusions about the “national character" of the Russian people from the case of 


Borlin. 


Decomber 27, 1948 --Dwight Macdonald 
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Macdonald, and is universally admitted to be the best 
political magazine in the country with tne exception, 
naturally, of the Student Partisan. 





POLITICS #2 for this year was devoted largely to the 
Soviet Union. It contained studies of Soviet music 
and literature by Nicholas Nabokov and Vladimir Weidle, 
a documentary section on everyday life in Russia today, 
Walter Padley's "Empire or Free Union," Walter Kolarz's 
"Soviet Panslavism,” and Dwight Macdonald's "A Layman's 


Reading List of Books on USSR," 


POLITICS #3 contains "Pacifism and USSR," a discussion 
between the editor and readers; Peter Blake's well- 
documented expose of Stalinist penetration into the 

AMG in Germuny; Harold Orlansty's sociological analy- 
sis of the insane asylum, “An American Desth Camp;" 
Dwight Macdonald's autopsy of the Wallace campaign; 

and a special section on and by the great German satir- 
ist of the Weimar period, Kurt Tucholsky,. 


Special Note: Important material on GERMANY has appeared 
in the following issues of POLITICS: May 
and June, 1945; February and October, 1946; #1 and #3, 
1948. Send us $1 and we will send you all 6 issues, post- 
paid. This introductory offer is for readers of the 
Student Partisan only. 
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WHAT'S WHAT IN THE RUGAR? 








Oae need not question the sincerity of the desire of both Americans and Russians to 
"democratize" Germany, each after their own image (and let me state that I find 
the American image infinitely preferable), to recognize that much of the conflict 
over Germany relates not to ideology rut to the Ruhr. However precious democracy 
may be, coal and steel also are possessed of a certain value. And it is even ru- 
mored that there are statesmen who feel that in both peace and war the latter com- 
modities are less dispensable than the former. 


In prewar years, the Ruhr supplied some 130,000,000 tons of coal a year~-about one- 
fourth the total output of Europe west of the 1939 boundaries of Russia. In all of 
Europe, only England surpassed the Ruhr as a coal-producing area. Its role in 
steel production was even greater. Here, it was first by a fairly wide margin, and 
supplied a little less than 2/5 of all steel produced in Europe outside the S, U. 


Loth coal and steel production today stand at far less than the prewar figures, ée~ 
spite the great improvement of the past year. But whereas the Ruhr is today sup- 
plying 3/4 as much coal as it did kefore the war, it is producing only 2/5 as much 
steel, Yet even its present rate of steel production exceeds that of any European 
country except England and Russia, while its capacity--despite bombings and dis- 
mantlings--is greater than that of the former and very close to that of the latter, 
Clearly, the Ruhr is a prize of considerable value, even if we disregard the fabri- 
cating industries which can turn its steel into vitally needed machinery. 


The importance of the Ruhr to Europe can be judged by the fact that the estimated 
steel deficit of that continent is almost exactly equal tio the decline in Ruhr pro- 
duction as compared to prewar levels. It is equally vital to the economy of a Ger- 
many which has few raw materials aside from coal, and which can under the test of » 
circumstances produce little more than half the food required by its population, 
The crea and population of Western Germany today are s%oth approximately equal to 
those of England; her economy must, perforce, follow a similar pattera. The Mor- 
genthau Plan for the "pastoralization" of Germany was doomed from the outset by th: 
lack of pastures. Indeed, since still-enforced provisions of the Potsdam agreement 
deny Germany a merchant marine, and since she lacs both the commercial revenues 
and the light export industries which help to pay for Britain's imports, Germany 
must rely to an even greater extent than does Britain on heavy industry if she is 
ever to become self-supporting. 


From an economic point of viow, therefore, it is clear that the reactivation of the 
Ruhr's industries is essential both to Germany and to Europe. But thcse industries 
represent both a source of power and a potential competitive threat to similar in- 
dustries in other countries, once the present world shortages are removed. To the 
Russians, the former factor is the most important. Hence they have saght at all 
times either to gain a share in the control of the Ruhr and its production, or to 
stifle it lest the West be the gainer. Under the original Level of Industry plan, 
and the four-power control which stemmed from Potsdam, thcev succoeded in achieving 
the latter objective. (Mcanwhile, in their own zex.u of Gurmany, they were of 
course operating with blithe disregard of any oxternal authority or international 
agreement.) As long as the Western powers continucd to permit this, and to pour 
in the rolicf supplies which Germany'sindustrial stagnation made necessary, everv~ 
thing went well--at least for the Russians. But when the London Conference of 
Forcign Ministers at the end of 1947 failed to achieve an agreement for frerman 
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anification, the United States and Britain (with the reluctant cooperation of te 
“ronch) set about reorganizing Western Germany as a going eoonomic entity, It 
ws partly in order to force the Western powers to abandon these plans that tho 
Soviet authorities began the bloctade of Berlin. 


But if the Russians sought to prevent the rehabilitation of the Ruhr unless they 
could have a share in its control and tate a major part of its production as rep- 
arations, the French were distinctly cool to the idea of restoring it to produc- 
tion at all. e. part, this stemmed from their almost pathological fear of Germany. 
a fear which, in th two-powcr world of today, can hardly be regarded as rational, 
But in even larger dcogree, it scom# to have been the result of a French desire to 
replace Gormany as tho major stccl-producing country of Western Europe, For this, 
they needed to assure themselves a supply of Ruhr coal, while at the same time 
limiting the German stcel industry to.a level which would take it out of the ox- . 
port market. (Sinco steel-making requires an avorage of two tons of coal to every 
ton of iron ore, stcel »lants crocted in Lorraine to use domestic ore and Ruhr ~ 
coal would b able because, of higher transport costs to compete on a free markct 
with Ruhr plagts using Lorre orce)» They also hoped to remove plants from the 
Ruhr to FPrence--and, since thero was a shortage of skilled workers in France to 
operate even @he existing capacity there, to recruit workors in Germany and pere 
sunde them to emigrate to France. 


Nevertheless, French objections could: not prevail against the hard fact that the 
United States, since it wis paying the deficits of Western Germany, wished to rece 
duce these by incrensing prodwtion thore and--since it was also paying all the 
other deficits of Western Europe--was in a position to enforce its will in the 
matter, Henec the French were forced to accept the reviscd level of industry plan 
for Western Gcrmany, and to agree to a merger of its threo zones of occupation, 
the reform of its currency, and the creation of a single German government for ali 
three. The purcly negative opposition to any revival of German imustry has given 
way, at least in. form, to an emphasis on the noed for “internationalization" of 
the Ruhr to prevent its future use as a German arsenal and to assure the utiliza- 
tion of its production in the best interests of Europe as a whole. 


On the surface, this argument has a certain plausbility. There can be no question 
that the steel and coal barons of the Ruhr played a significant rolo in undermine 
ing German democracy and paving the way for Hitler, and thxt they participated 
wholeheartodly in his rearmament program. Their return to power in the Ruhr would 
searcely sorv® the cause of gither peace in Europe or democracy in Germany. Nor, 
in the abstract, can one question the thesis that rcsources as important as thorc 
of the Ruhr ta the welfare of all Europe should be subject to some form of intern 
tional control, 


Tut from these premises, it does not follow either that the only way to 3ronk the 
powcr of the interests which formerly controlled the Ruhr is by taking it away fror 
Scrmany, or $hat the Ruhr should be subjoct to special and unique controls, In- | 
deed, there good reason to dou’t if either of these mensures would serve its 
ostensible purpose. There is little in the record of the Ailica occupation of Ger- 
many--and particularly in that of the French authoritics tlcro--to indicate that 
foreign control offers any guarantce against the restorntion of the wrong people te 
power. Nor is the subjection of the Ruhr to control by its competitors necessar- 
ily apt to produce the maximum use of its rosources for the benefit of Europe. 


The surest guarantee against the rcturn of the former owners of tho Ruhr's industric: 
to positions ef power is, rather, the socialization of those industracs, And 








while the Ruhr s shoul Seinlaty be subject to international _gontrol, 8 rr al. 
th> other basic indu es of Europe--and particularly the epi on of Lorraine 
iron, @elgian and Alsatian coal and steel, and Luxembourg-steel of which the Ruhr 
forms an integral part. The concept of an int ernationa lized Ruhr can, indced, 
_— meaning only in terms of a Europe partitioned by artificial boundiarics, In: 
n genuine United States of Europe, the probliom of contrel of the Rvhr's preduction 
would automatically disappear, Pending this, however, any intermtidnmal control © 
of the Ruhr alone is an obstacle to the devetopnent of tho type of international 
economic cooper tion which is essential. If Germany's neighbdérs are able to share 
in the administration of the Ruhr while retaining undiminished sovereignty ovor 
their own resources, they will have fgr less incentive to pool these for the, ben- 
efit of Europe than if such cooperation is the condition for participation in 


its control. 


International control of the entire complex of which tho Ruhr is a part--unlike 
antrol over the Ruhr alono--would find wide acceptance in Germany, where it has 
been advocated by leaders of both the Social Democratic and Christian Democratic 
parties, Such control was proposed by the Amoric«n delegation at the London 
Conference on the Ruhr, but rejected by the French. Similarly, soeialization 
of the Ruhr industries has so far been blockod by the opposition of the ocoupy- 
ing powors. Here, the most vehement opposition has come from the French, who | 
have declaral that it would lead to,an unacceptable doncentration-ef industrial 
power in the hands of a future German government, . But it has been the attitude. 
of the U, S, Military Government which has far proved decisive. While not 
concealing their preference for "free enterprise," the Americans have denied any 
intention of forcing it on the Germans. But they have insisted that any.%asic 
economis decisions must be postponed until the formation of a centyal German gove 
ernment+-while at the same time they have ‘emphasized that Germany ahould #e as 
decentralized as possigle: It is on this basis that a Westphalian law socializ~ 
ing the.coal mines and a Heesian law giving workers & share.in theadministration 
of industry have been disallowed Sy Military Government; Meanwhile, the danger 
exists’ that the economic pattern of d future Germany will ye sect bofore a central 
government which the occupation authorities consider ¢émpetent to act in these 
Spheres is formed. The former managerial class has in ttany cascs returned to 
power umder the guise of "“trusteeship" for industries whose future’ one rship tes 
mains unsettled; its ties with the old owners remain unbroken, and #t will form 
a poworful vested intcrest obstructing any basic change, And it seems lively 6 
find powerful allies abroad, ie 


The recently announced plan for an international authority to contri the Ruhr © 
does not, in ‘fact, change very much, It applies to the period of ‘tho occupation, 
during which the final authority over the Ruhr would in any case rest with tho 
occupying powers. The division of votes in the control body is such that these | 
powers will always have a majority, and in general the decision will rest where 
it docs now--with the U. S, and Britain, In form, it is 1 concession to the 
French, sime it subjects the Ruhr to a unique regime, But in practice, it gives 
them little that they did not already have. In one respect, it represents an ime 

rtant advance over the prelimimry agreement of last spring, sime it specifics 
that the powers of the Authority ip allocating Ruhr coal and stee} shall be cone 
fined to setting minimum amounts t6 bo made availavlo for export-ethercby proe 
venting the use of the control to bar Germany from worlé marets during a depres- 
sion, Nevertheless, because “it does subjcct tho Ruhr té a suprvision from which, 
other related or similar-areas are exempt, it will cause widespread resentment 
in Germany end play into the hands of mationalist and Communist elements, _ 
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Th protlem of the Ruhr still remains of crucial importance both to Gcrman demoe 
q vracy and to European peace. Sut it is not an isolated problem, and it cannot 
te solved in a vacuum. If genuine internationalism replaces narrow nationalism 
throughout Europe, at least to the extent necessary to permit an agreement on 
the pooling of that continent's resources for the common good, and if the Ruhr's 
industries are socialized--cither by the German people ar, together with the 
rest of the complex to which the Ruhr belongs, through an international public 
corporation--0 constructive solution is poseible. But it sannot be found merely 
ey subordinating German nationalism to the nationalism of Germany's neighbors. 



















‘meMaurice J. Goldbleom 
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